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<c execution " of the leaders he bore no responsibility.
His purpose was merely to uphold civic order, to damp
down the smouldering rancour, and lead the turbulent
elements back into normal paths. He had already
broken the backbone of the movement, when bestial
cowardice laid hands on unarmed victims and did not
shrink from the murder of a helpless woman.

The agonised birth-throes of the German Republic
left Karl Spiecker with one conviction; the surge of
revolution was not to be stemmed by the men of
yesterday, the pillars of the old order, but by the more
thoughtful representatives of the workmen. Germany
was saved from Bolshevism, not by the bourgoisie,
nor by the pre-revolutionary class, but solely and only
by the politically-minded Socialists. Out of this con-
viction grew Spiecker's loyalty to Social Democracy.
All his later political activity was to be devoted to
building a bridge between the workmen's repre-
sentatives and the bourgoisie. Before he was generally
known to the public he was called on to undertake
another and highly disagreeable political adventure.

This man of subterranean methods, harmless to all
appearance, but, in reality, infinitely ingenious, and
prepared to use any means to serve his ends, seemed
specially suited to carry on a dangerous propaganda on
dangerous ground. In the thick of the plebiscite
campaign in Upper Silesia, he was sent there as
German Commissary, He used unpleasant methods
in dealing with an unpleasant task; but after the defeat
he was the first who, in opposition to the usual
psychology of losers, stood out for the necessity of
co-operation with the victors* The conflict had been
fought out and Germany had lost; he laid down his